he stated that the pile by the caterpillar shown in the photo-
graph is not the pile he cited, and he did not know whether a
smaller caterpillar was working on the pile he cited. He
explained that the material is moved by the blade of the cat-
erpillar digging in to the edge of the pile, and even though
the pile may not move or fall at that precise time, he never
said that it would (Tr. 190).

Mr. McGregor described the consistency of the stockpiled
barite, and he confirmed that he saw no one walking through
the area on their way to the plant.  He could not deny that
the respondent had a rule prohibiting persons from walking
through the stockpile area (Tr. 193).

Mr. McGregor could not remember issuing any citations
during his inspections prior to August 22, 1984, and he would
not disagree that he issued none (Tr 195).  He was not aware
that the respondent had a rule against employees wearing
loose clothing, and he confirmed that for the year prior to
his inspection, the respondent's facility had no accidents or
incidents (Tr. 196).

Respondent's Testimony and Evidence

Barton Bradford testified that he has been employed for
the past 17 months as the operations superintendent at the
respondent's New Orleans plant, and that prior to that time
he was employed by Amax.  He has approximately 15 years of
industry experience.  He stated that all plant employees are
required to report any hazardous conditions, and that he and
his foreman conduct regular inspections of the plant and that
any discovered hazards are repaired.

Mr. Bradford stated that his prior experience was in
connection with OSHA safety requirements.  He conceded that
the plant was experiencing maintenance problems when he
became superintendent, and that he regularly reviews accident
reports in order to insure that similar conditions do not
occur at the plant.

Mr. Bradford stated that he has never accompanied inspec-
tors on prior inspections, but has accompanied company inspec-
tors on "courtesy inspections."  Although some hazards were
pointed out during these inspections, they were corrected,
and none of these were similar to those cited by Mr. McGregor

With regard to Citation No. 2237045, concerning the
No. 15 conveyor belt drive shaft, Mr. Bradford stated that he
never considered it as a hazard because of its location.  Heotograph P-12,  he estimated the height of tne
